
Mexico's Pork Situation 
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002(p) 2003(f) 

(1,000 tons; CWE) 
Production 895 940 950 994 1,035 1,065 1,085 1,100 
Imports 59 82 144 190 276 294 300 310 
Exports 26 39 49 53 59 61 60 60 
Consumption 928 983 1,045 1,131 1,252 1,298 1,325 1,350 

Mexico's Pork-Import-Dependency Growth Stalls as 
Domestic Production Increases 
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Pork imports for 2003 are forecast at a record 310,000 tons, up 3 percent from the estimated 
2002 level. Under NAFTA, import tariffs and tariff rate quotas (TRQs) on pork are scheduled to 
be eliminated on January 1, 2003. The U.S. accounted for about 85 percent of Mexican imports 
in 2001, while Canada supplied the balance. Under NAFTA, Canada has a much lower quota 
level than the United States before the 20 percent over-quota tariff could be applied. With the 
elimination of TRQs, Canada may become more competitive with the United States when all pork 
from the United States and Canada will have equal access to the Mexican market. Hog imports, 
mostly from the United States, are estimated at 200,000 head for 2002, but imports are forecast 
to decline 25 percent in 2003 as U.S. hog prices are projected to increase and the domestic hog 
industry continues to grow. U.S. pork exports to Mexico totaled $211 million in 2001, making it 
the second largest market for U.S. pork products. 



Mexico 
PORK IMPORTS 

(in metric tons) 

Fresh/Chilled 
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
Canada 880 117 1,373 6,026 11,299 17,968 20,594 
EU-15 2 1 1 0 0 76 1 
United States 13,411 15,972 34,994 65,524 86,550 111,619 94,745 
Others 1 0 0 19 1 0 1 
Total


US market share


14,294 16,090 36,368 71,569 97,850 129,663 115,341 

94% 99% 96% 92% 88% 86% 82% 

Frozen 
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
Brazil

Canada

Chile

EU-15

Norway

United States

Others


0 0 0 0 0 240 0 
1,015 1,032 891 2,768 5,117 8,955 5,297 

0 0 0 0 0 104 6,036 
152 19 34 310 348 1,133 61 

0 0 0 0 1,006 38 0 
14,666 14,347 16,679 28,311 32,438 61,397 81,014 

0 2 9 50 87 40 21 
Total 15,833 15,400 17,613 31,439 38,996 71,907 92,429 

US market share 93% 93% 95% 90% 83% 85% 88% 

Processed 
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
Canada 1,121 630 280 325 707 580 2,869 
EU-15 53 51 43 662 126 65 96 
United States 10,698 13,245 9,062 7,091 8,485 9,928 15,166 
Others 0 3 8 11 8 12 31 
Total 11,872 13,929 9,393 8,089 9,326 10,585 18,162 

US market share 90% 95% 96% 88% 91% 94% 84% 

Grand Total 41,999 45,419 63,374 111,097 146,172 212,155 225,932 

US market share 92% 96% 96% 91% 87% 86% 85% 

Source: Mexico Secretary of Economy 


